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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, CCD, PORG 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE ON DISARMAMENT: MEMBERSHIP 

REF: GENEVA 12478 (NOTAL), GENEVA 12572 (NOTAL) 

1 . SUMMARY: FISHER MET WITH GARCIA ROBLES AT LATTER'S 
REQUEST AUGUST 22 TO DISCUSS CD MEMBERSHIP. GARCIA ROBLES 
SAID, AS AGENZ OF MOJSOV, HE STRIVING TO ACHIEVE AGREED 
SLATE BY END CCD. SAID GENERAL AGREEMENT APPEARS TO HAVE 
BEEN REACHED ON FIVE COUNTRIES (IN WHICH HE INCLUDED CUBA) 

AND SUGGESTED THAT FINAL SLATE INCLUDE THREE MORE. FISHER 
SAID US PREFERRED FIVE AND EXPRESSED OBJECTIONS TO CUBA AND 
PREFERENCE FOR A NATO COUNTRY. AT LUNCH SAME DAY WITH 
HESSEL (FRANCE) AND ASHE (UK), HESSEL INDICATED OBJECTION 
TO FOUR-POWER CONSULTATION BECAUSE IT IMPLIED FRENCH 
DECISION WHICH NOT YET MADE, BUT LEFT OPEN POSSIBILITY OF 
BROADER BASED CONFERENCE NOT IN PARIS. ALSO INDICATED 
FRANCE DOES NOT OBJECT TO CUBA. END SUMMARY. 
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2. AT LATTER'S REQUEST, FISHER (US) MET WITH GARCIA 
ROBLES (MEXICO) FOR CONSULTATIONS AUGUST 22 A.M. ON QUES- 
TION OF NEW MEMBERS TO CD. GARCIA ROBLES SAID HE WAS 
ACTING ON BEHALF OF PRESIDENT MOJSOV (UNGA) TO ATTEMPT TO 
OBTAIN A CONSENSUS ON NEW MEMBERS, STATING THAT THERE 
SHOULD BE AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE ON EIGHT NEW MEMBERS, BUT 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


FIRST AGREEMENT ON FIVE SPECIFIC NEW MEMBERS, THEN ON 
REMAINING THREE TO MAKE UP THE EIGHT. AS TO THE FIVE ON 
WHICH HE FELT THERE MIGHT ALREADY BE A CONSENSUS, HE MEN- 
TIONED AUSTRALIA, ALGERIA, CUBA, SRI LANKA, AND VENEZUELA. 
LATER IN CONVERSATION HE STATED THAT HE THOUGHT THE ADDI- 
TIONAL THREE SHOULD INCLUDE ONE FROM ASIA, MENTIONING 
INDONESIA; ONE FROM BLACK AFRICA, MENTIONING KENYA, BUT 
ACCEPTING OTHER POSSIBILITIES; AND ONE FROM WESTERN EUROPE. 
GARCIA ROBLES STATED THAT HE HOPED THE LIST WOULD BE 
COMPLETED BY THE END OF THE CCD, BUT STATED THAT IF HE 
COULD NOT COMPLETE THE LIST BY THE END OF THE WEEK, HE 
WOULD RECOMMEND THAT MOISOV COME HERE FOR THE LAST WEEK OF 
THE CCD TO CONTINUE THE CONSULTATIONS. 

3. FISHER REPLIED THE POSITION OF US WAS THAT CD SHOULD 
BE AS SMALL AS POSSIBLE, PREFERABLY FIVE, ALTHOUGH HE 
UNDERSTOOD THERE MIGHT HAVE TO BE SOME FLEXIBILITY ON THIS 
SUBJECT. AFTER HAVING SAID HE HAD NO OBJECTION TO CONSUL- 
TATIONS, HE STATED THAT HE WOULD NOT BE THE NEGOTIATOR ON 
THIS SUBJECT FOR VARIETY OF REASONS, INCLUDING UNDERSTAND- 
INGS ON LOCATION OF CENTER OF GRAVITY OF CONSULTATIONS 
DURING DISCUSSIONS LEADING UP TO PARA 120 SSOD FINAL 

REPORT, HE NEVERTHELESS COULD MAKE TWO COMMENTS ON THE LIST 
OF MEMBERS SUGGESTED BY GARCIA ROBLES: FIRST, CUBA GAVE US 
TROUBLE AND, FOR A LATIN AMERICAN CANDIDATE, US STRONGLY 
PREFERRED VENEZUELA. SECOND, HE THOUGHT US WOULD INSIST 
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ON NATO CANDIDATE IN THE FIVE AGREED NEW MEMBERS. 

4. GARCIA ROBLES REPLIED CUBA NOT PUT FORWARD AS LATIN 
AMERICAN CANDIDATE, BUT AS FRIEND OF THE SOVIETS, AND INDI- 
CATED THAT ISSRAELYAN (USSR) HAD INDICATED THAT, IN THE 
INTEREST OF MAINTAINING BALANCE, USSR WOULD INSIST ON CUBA 
AS A BALANCE TO AUSTRALIA. FISHER REPLIED AUSTRALIA 
SEEMED A VIABLE CANDIDATE, BUT NOT IF TIED IN WITH UNAC- 
CEPTABLE CANDIDATES. 

5. GARCIA ROBLES ASKED FISHER TO REQUEST WASHINGTON TO 
AUTHORIZE AGREEMENT ON EIGHT NEW MEMBERS. FISHER REPLIED 
WOULD REPORT CONVERSATION, BUT DOUBTED ANY CHANGE IN US 
POSITION AT PRESENT TIME. FISHER ALSO GAVE PERSONAL VIEW 
THAT WHILE THERE MIGHT BE INSTRUCTIONS ON SOME MEMBERS, 

THE FINAL PROBLEM WOULD NOT BE SETTLED UNTIL LATE IN THE 
EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 18. GARCIA ROBLES REPLIED THAT HE 
DID NOT INTEND TO BE AT THE UN AT THAT TIME. 

6. IN AN APPARENT PARENTHETICAL OBSERVATION TO HIS SUGGES- 
TION WITH RESPECT TO VENEZUELA, GARCIA ROBLES POINTED OUT 
THAT HE HOPED PEOPLE TALKING TO VENEZUELA ABOUT ITS CANDI 
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DACY WOULD CONDITION IT UPON VENEZUELA'S DROPPING ITS 
OBIECTION TO GUYANA'S ACCESSION TO TREATY OF TLATELOLCO. 
FISHER STATED HIS PERSONAL VIEW THIS POSITION WAS UNREAL- 
ISTIC BUT DOUBTED THAT, IF CONSENSUS ON VENEZUELA WAS 
DEVELOPING, ANY US OFFICIAL WOULD MAKE THIS A PRECONDITION, 
SINCE IT APPEARED TO BE AN INTERNAL LATIN AMERICAN MATTER. 

7. FISHER ALSO ATTENDED LUNCHEON MEETING AUGUST 22 WITH 
HESSEL (FRANCE) AND ASHE (UK) HOSTED BY LATTER. HESSEL 
STATED VIEW THAT SINCE PARIS HAS NOT MADE FINAL DECISION 
RE PARTICIPATION IN CD, FRENCH COULD NOT PARTICIPATE IN 
FORMAL CONSIDERATION OF MEMBERSHIP. PARTICULARLY IN QUAD- 
RIPARTITE GROUP IN PARIS, SINCE COULD IMPLY A DECISION ON 
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FRENCH PARTICIPATION. HESSEL INDICATED HE PERSONALLY DID 
NOT BELIEVE THE ISSUE WAS IN SERIOUS DOUBT, IF HANDLED 
PROPERLY, BUT FELT THAT ACTIONS WHICH GAVE PREMATURE INDI- 
CATION OF FRENCH PARTICIPATION MIGHT PREJUDICE IT. IN 
ANSWER TO ASHE QUESTION AS TO HOW THE FRENCH COULD PROTECT 
THEIR OWN INTERESTS WITH RESPECT TO NATURE OF MEMBERSHIP 
IN CD, HESSEL REPLIED THAT FRENCH HAD SUFFICIENT TRUST IN 
US/UK PROTECTING NATO INTERESTS, SO HE BELIEVED THAT, ON 
BALANCE, FRENCH NON-ACTIVE PARTICIPATION AT THIS STAGE WAS 
ADVANTAGEOUS. 

8. HESSEL LATER HEDGED SOMEWHAT BY INDICATING THAT A PRE- 
LIMINARY CONFERENCE, WHICH WAS NOT HELD IN PARIS AND CON- 
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TAINED MORE THAN THE FOUR POWERS, MIGHT BE POSSIBLE. HE 
DID NOT INDICATE WHERE SUCH A CONFERENCE MIGHT BE. WHEN 
ASHE INDICATED THE POSSIBILITY OF BELGRADE, HESSEL NON- 
COMMITTAL. 

9. ASHE TURNED CONVERSATION TO POTENTIAL MEMBERS. QUESTION 
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OF CUBA CAME UP AND FISHER GAVE STANDARD REPLY. ALTHOUGH 
HESSEL STATED FRENCH INTEREST BASED ON CONSULTATION WITH 
REGIONAL GROUPS WITH RESPECT TO LATIN AMERICA, HE INDICATED, 
AFTER FISHER HAD BEEN FORCED TO LEAVE THE LUNCHEON TO MEET 
CODEL, THAT, IN THE CASE OF LATIN AMERICA, BELIEVED SELEC- 
TION SHOULD BE BASED ON REGIONAL CONSIDERATIONS, NOT NECES- 
SARILY BASED ON REGIONAL GROUPS, AND INDICATED THAT FRANCE 
WOULD NOT OBJECT TO CUBA. 

10. COMMENT:CLEAR THAT IF US WISHES TO AVOID LAST MINUTE 
CRISIS BASED ON ISSUE OF CUBA WILL HAVE TO UNDERTAKE 
DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY IN MANY CAPITALS. SIMPLE STATEMENT 
THAT US PREFERS VENEZUELA TO CUBA WILL NOT SUFFICE ANY 
LONGER. VANDENHEUVEL 
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